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According to statements by Jose Luis Calva, researcher for the Instituto de Investigaciones
Economicas de la Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM), Mexico's economic
problems in the 1983-88 period provoked a brutal decline in the consumption of foodstuffs of
greatest nutritional value. Calva spoke at the opening session of the Eighth Agricultural Seminar
for the Third World on Jan. 23, located on the UNAM campus. In Mexico City, for instance, said
Calva, per capita beef consumption dropped by more than 45% in the 1982-87 period. Between 1981
and 1986, per capita consumption nationwide dropped 26.6%. Calva asserted that during the same
period on a national level, per capita consumption of pork fell 30.4%; fish, 29.4%; plantains, 28.4%;
and, beans, 28.1%. Calva stated that in Latin America physical and mental problems suffered by
children have increased in the 1980s: in the past two years, for example, repetition of grades at the
primary level has reached 15%. According to statistics collected by the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), 40 million human beings died in 1985, half of whom were children. Calva
emphasized that Third World nations' precarious economic situation has been aggravated by
the debt crisis and "economic adjustment policies implemented by some governments." In this
regard, Calva referred to capital outflows from Latin America totaling $133 billion in the 1982-86
period, and $178.7 billion from 1982 through 1988. In the latter period, he added, the region's foreign
debt increased from $329.9 billion to $410.7 billion. More than 500 million people in the Third
World, said Calva, suffer from hunger and malnutrition. Some 40,000 children die every day in
developing countries, result of inadequate nutrition, a situation described by UNICEF as "tragic,
obscene and immoral." Calva pointed out that in 1980-84, calorie consumption declined in 46 of 102
developing nations. The most affected nations, he said, were in Latin America and sub-Saharan
Africa, including 36 of 39 countries with the greatest observed decline in food consumption. In Latin
America, said Calva, the proportion of persons whose diets do not meet minimum requirements
rose from 35% in 1980 (126 million) to 40% (163 million) five years later. According to Calva, the
decline in effective demand for foodstuffs in Mexico is observable in the 5.1% reduction in domestic
food output between 1980 and 1986, and the decline in food imports by 29% in 1980-85. Meanwhile,
he added, in 1980-85, Mexican food exports increased 5.4%. (Basic data from Notimex, 01/23/89)
-- End --
